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i Use the boat ramps and other access points listed below to put
A T”p to the Poﬁqmac B in or take out your canoe, kayak, or johnboat. Right and left
The Monocacy Water Trail is a self-guided tour of the lower directions refer to points of interest as you travel south on the

41.4 miles of the river from the MD 77 bridge east of Thurmont riverway. To help plan your trip highway bridges are noted.
to the Potomac River near Dickerson. .
In times of low water, a portage is necessary around Biggs Ford

The Manocacy is usually runnable in the spring and early Dam. Inexperienced canoeists may also want to make portages
summer up to mid-July and from late fall through winter at Buckeystown Dam and Greenfield Rapids.

unless extreme drought conditions exist. The average floating

speed is two miles per hour. Protect Yourself

To start a canoe trip from the MD 77 Bridge, the U.S. B Check weather conditions before starting your river trip.
Geological Survey gauge at Jug Bridge in Frederick should W Never travel alone.

read 350 cubic feet per second (cfs) or show a water level of W Tell someone your intended route and return time.

at least 2.1 feet. From Devilbiss Bridge and below, the gauge fear a life jacket while boating, tubing, or fishing.

should read at least 215 cfs or 1.7 feet. The Monocacy River B If you capsize, stay upstream of your vessel.
does reach hazardous flood stages after rain events. The
National Weather Service reports flooding and related hazards  protect the Riverway

for both the Monocacy and Potomac on local media outlets. M Do not litter; carry out what you carry in.

There is some risk invalved in water paddling. You alone are B Most lands along the river are privately owned; do not trespass.
responsible for your safety. Weather and water conditions can M Toilet facilities are located at all boat ramps and the Buckeystown
change quickly, and it is up to each paddler to learn the proper Park River Access. Other access points are primitive sites and do not
skills and make prudent judgements. While care has been taken have facilities.

to provide accurate information, we take no responsibility for
any errors or omissions.
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ccesses and Points
of Interest

Hile 0
1. MD 77 River Access

Mile 3.2—LeGore Bridge

2. LeGore Bridge was built around 100 by local
businessman James William LeGore and is on the
National Register of Historic Places.

Mile 6.3—Creagerstown Park

3. Creagerstown Park Boat Ramp/Access

Mile 11.7—Devilbiss Bridge
4. Devilbiss Bridge Road Boat Ramp/Access

5. Biggs Ford - This historic river crossing can be
run easily if water levels are normal to high. In
low water, portage to the left, crossing over the
concrete landing.
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6. Frederick City Park and river access at Monocacy |
Boulevard—an eventual link with downtown
I Frederick and Cartoll CreeK's Linear Park. ;

7. Frsdech iy Watar Tosemant—the Ctyhes
a permit with Maryland Department of the
Environment to use up to 3 million gallons of
' water a day for drinking water and related uses
8. Fort Datrick Water Treatment
9. Fort Detrick Wastewater Treatment
10. Fraderick City Wastewater Treatment—between
T 6 and 20 million gallons of water a day are dis-
| charged here, depending on local weather avents
11, Pinecliff Park and Boat Ramp/Access
Mife 25.7—Reich's Ford Road Bridge

12. LaFarge Sediment Ponds—Water output

13 MD 355/Monocacy National Battlefield River  ~
. Access - Union troops lost the daylong battle at the

Monocacy, but delayed Confederate forces long 2
- enough to stymie an attack on Washington. The
batlefield property continues along primarily the -
east side of the river for the next two miles.



